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perhaps by two obscure men of the Englishry of the Pale; it
received countenance from Spanish statesmen; and Richelieu,
at this moment no friend of England, appears at least to have
connived at it
The meditated attack on the Castle failed; it had been
disclosed by a mere accident; and two of the rebel chiefs were
arrested. But a general rising took place in Ulster; on the
night of the 22nd of October 1641, the Irishry sprang up and
swept over the province, from the borders of Armagh to the
hills of Donegal. The forts, which had been constructed as
centres of defence, were suddenly seized in different places;
some of the few towns that were rising were captured; the
colonists and their families were driven from their homes in1
many of the districts which had been lately settled. It has
been alleged by a series of writers that a great and preconcerted
massacre occurred of men, women and children of the British
name; the number has varied from 300,000 to 50,000 victims.
But this is a myth devised by passion and self-interest; un-
questionably much that was atrocious was done, as has always
happened in crises of the kind: there were cruel scenes of
revenge and blood; but the deaths of the settlers caused by
violence seem not to have been more than a few thousand,
though doubtless numbers perished from other causes, cold, ex-
posure, and the hardships of winter. It should be added that,
whatever the reason, all of Scottish blood were spared at first
by the rebels; Sir Phelim O'Neill, one of their chief leaders,
announced that they were in arms in the name of the King;
these two facts alone tell strongly against the theory that there
was anything that can be called a general massacre1. On the
other hand the colonists, stricken down at first, had ere long
1 It is impossible, in a sketch like this, to examine the question of the
alleged massacre of 1641. The subject has been exhaustively and very ably
treated by Mr Lecky, History of England in the Eighteenth Century, li. 128,